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Introduction

The aim of  HERBARTIS project is to achieve the professional development of  adult learners by de-
veloping useful tools and methods, by the improvement of  the offer of  high quality learning opportunities, 
and validating the non-formal learning and career guidance in order to face the different aspects of  herbal 
production (processing, safety aspects, norms and procedures, marketing, etc.).

For this reason its specific objective is to provide educators with all the competences and skills needed 
to deliver high quality services and to develop training tools addressed to adult learners from the primary 
agricultural production to achieve professional skills’ recognition of  craft processing of  aromatic and me-
dicinal plants for obtaining high quality products. In order to propose a new service complementary to the 
other existing education offers it is important to know the effective number, quality and level of  the educa-
tion proposal already active. 

Methodology

A survey about the existing trainings proposed in the countries involved in the project, Spain, Italy, 
Portugal and France, and in a more specific way in the Region object of  the project, was implemented. We 
investigated the existing trainings on MAPs production before 2016 and the main needs of  stakeholders. 
The year 2015 was under focus for each region, then, a trend in MAPs training was estimated for the last 
three years.

The national investigation was then disembodied underlining the existing trainings within the regions 
involved in the project: Catalonia (Spain), Alentejo (Portugal), Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (France), Pied-
mont and Liguria (Italy).

Results
Academic Courses

In all the countries involved in the project, courses of  academic formation, such as agronomy and 
herbal science, are present. Agronomy gives competences for all the aspects of  plant cultivation, for the 
pathology, the knowledge of  the more important crops and is the base for a professional approach. The 
courses in herbal science, within the general area of  Pharmacy, propose a more deep knowledge in the 
specific field of  Medicinal and aromatic plants considering also competences for the essential oils and the 
secondary metabolites production. The agronomic faculties are generally located in the regions with high 
agronomic importance.
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 Spain and Italy are the countries with more Universities with agronomic courses. Moreover Catalo-
nia, in Spain, is also the region with more agronomical/food technological Universities compared to other 
regions involved:

 As we have seen, medicinal plants are the subject of  studying in Pharmacy faculties, and MAPs are 
usually not a subject of  agronomical or food technology courses. For this reason, trainings related to MAPs 
production in food sector is provided mainly by informal or occasional courses and trainings.

Occasional courses

 In 2015 sixty occasional trainings were organized in the countries involved in HERBARTIS project. 
The great majority of  them was organized in Spain, just few in Portugal, Italy and France:

Country Region Number of Universities
Spain Catalunya 7

Portugal Alentejo 3

Italy Piedmont 1

Liguria 0

France Provences-Alpes-Cote 
d’Azur

1

Country Number of occasional trainings
Spain 51

Portugal 5

Italy 5

France 4
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 The graphic shows a necessity in increasing the number of  MAPs trainings for Portugal, France and 
Italy but, on the other hand, the existence of  some events indicates that there is an interest in learning more 
about this subject. The same happens in Spain where the number of  trainings is conspicuous. 
Taking Catalonia (Spain) as example, 122 trainings on MAPs were organized from 2013; in particular 29 
in 2013, 42 in 2014 and 51 in 2015.

 From the graphic it is evident the increasing number of  trainings that indicate an increasing demand 
in studying MAPs production.
 About the 51 trainings of  2015, 25 were addressed to amateur audience and 26 to professionals. Just 
7 can be considered formal trainings, organized 5 by High Educational Centres and 2 by VET Centres.
 Out of  51 trainings 19 courses had a duration of  several days, 14 were seminars, 9 practical works-
hops and 9 botanical hikes. It seems that they were isolated initiatives without coordination among them. 
This underlines the importance in improving the network and the high quality learning opportunities for 
MAPs producers in order to face the different aspects of  herbal production (production, transformation, 
safety aspects, norms and procedures, marketing, etc.).
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The most relevant trainings addressed to the MAPs production in 2015 were:
Spain (Catalonia):

Name of course (original lan-
guage)

Name of organizing institution Region

La producció ecològica de plantes 
aromàtiques i medicinals

(course)

Escola Agrària de Manresa Catalonia

Aprofitament de plantes útils: de la 
producció a l’ús

(course)

Escola de Capacitació Agrària del 
Solsonès

Catalonia

Els condicionants de la producció 
de plantes aromàtiques i medici-
nals

(seminar)

Centre Tecnològic Forestal de Ca-
talunya

Catalonia

Producció de plantes aromàtiques i 
medicinals en ecològic

(seminar)

Serveis Territorials de Tarragona. 
Department of Agriculture. Gover-
ment of Catalonia

Catalonia

La producció de plantes i fruits sil-
vestres, una alternativa amb futur

(seminar)

Oficina Comarcal de La Cerdanya. 
Department of Agriculture. Gover-
ment of Catalonia.

Catalonia

Conreu i comercialització de plan-
tes aromàtiques i medicinals

(seminar)

Dones d’Unió de Pagesos (women 
of an agriculture union)

Catalonia

La importància de la selecció 
del material vegetal de plantes 
aromàtiques i medicinals

(seminar)

Centre Tecnològic Forestal de Ca-
talunya

Catalonia

Cultius alternatius

(seminar)

Department of Agriculture. Gover-
ment of Catalonia

Catalonia

El Romaní. Jornada de formació 
tècnica. Aprèn cultiu, assecatge, 
processat i elaboració de pro-
ductes amb romaní

(seminar)

Parc de les Olors de Vall de Ros Catalonia

Aprofitament de les plantes aromà-
tiques i medicinals (PAM) orientat 
a l’autoemprenedoria

(course)

Fundació es Garrover Illes Balears

Producción ecológica de plantas 
aromáticas y medicinales

(on-line course)

SEAE (Sociedad Española de Agri-
cultura Ecológica)

Comunitat Valenciana

Producció de plantes aromàtiques 
i medicinals

(seminar)

Oficina Comarcal del Vallès Occi-
dental. Agriculture Department. 
Government of Catalonia

Catalonia
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On the other hand, the trainings organized in the other countries in the last years:

Portugal:
In Portugal, few training courses or workshops on MAP production have been identified in 2015 (many 
more were found, related to essential oils and not considered in this survey). From those, listed below, 2 were 
held in the Alentejo Region. Some other initiatives, like “open days” or seminars, also took place. 

Italy:
In Italy in 2015 only 5 trainings on MAPs were organized; of  these, just 1 in the regions involved in the 
project.

Name of course (original lan-
guage)

Name of organizing institution Region

Curso prático de Produção, Seca-
gem, Destilação e Comercialização 
de Plantas Aromáticas e Medicinais

ADCMoura/Terra Plena Alentejo

Workshop Produção de Ervas Aro-
máticas

Cantinho das Aromáticas Norte

Curso Teórico e Prático de Identifi-
cação, Propagação e Manutenção 
de Plantas Aromáticas e Medicinais

Agrobio Lisboa e Vale do Tejo

Plantas Aromáticas e medicinais – 
Produção, colheita, secagem, des-
tilação, comercialização

Escola Superior Agrária de Elvas/ 
Instituto Politécnico de Portalegre

Alentejo

Workshop de produção de plantas 
aromáticas e medicinais

CISE Centro

Name of course (original lan-
guage)

Name of organizing institution Region

Tradizione e innovazione nel com-
parto delle colture aromatiche e 
officinali

SOI Liguria/Piedmont

Corso introduttivo alla coltivazione 
e trasformazione delle piante offi-
cinali

FIPPO Lazio

Giornata pratica sull’essicazione FIPPO Trentino-Alto-Adige

Le piante officinali della Sardegna: 
un patrimonio da difendere e valo-
rizzare

SISTE Sardinia

Botanicals negli alimenti: regola-
mentazione e qualità

FIPPO Lombardia
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France: 
For France 6 training on MAP were organized in 2015: 1 academic course at Aix Marseille University, and 
5 non-academic training.

While 51 trainings were held in Catalonia region (Spain), in Liguria/Piedmont (Italy) and Alentejo (Portu-
gal) just 1 course was organized in 2015. No courses were disposed in Provences-Alpes-Cote d’Azur (Fran-
ce) but some are expected for 2016.

Name of course (original lan-
guage)

Name of organizing institution Region

Production de Plantes Aroma-
tiques et/ou Médicinales

MFR Chauvigny Aquitaine – Limousin - Poitou-Cha-
rentes

Le Brevet Professionnel Respon-
sable d’Exploitation Agricole 
Plantes à Parfum, Aromatiques et 
Médicinales à usage artisanal ou 
industriel (BP REA PPAM) CFPPA PACA

SIL “Technicien responsable d’un 
atelier de plantes à parfum, aro-
matiques et médicinales” CFPPA PACA

Transformation Plantes Aroma-
tiques et Médicinales en Agricultu-
re Biologique MFR Chauvigny

Aquitaine-Limousin-Poitou-Cha-
rentes

Licence Professionnelle Produc-
tions végétales spécialité Valori-
sation et commercialisation des 
plantes aromatiques méditerra-
néennes Aix Marseille Université PACA

CS Plantes à Parfum Aromatiques 
et Médicinales en agrobiologie CFPPA Bourgogne -France-Comté
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Conclusion

 Data analysed showed an increasing interest in MAP production and trainings and the necessity to 
held new courses for producers and other stakeholders in the field of  herbal products, especially in Alentejo 
(Portugal), Liguria/Piedmont (Italy) and Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (France). In fact, in these regions, the 
number of  trainings and courses for producers are still too low to face the increasing MAP production and 
interest.
 Also in Catalonia (Spain), where the number of  trainings is higher than other regions involved in the 
project, many of  the trainings proposed during 2015 are addressed to large audience but not specifically to 
stakeholders (producers, craftsmen etc.). That points out the increasing interest in MAP production but it’s 
not completely useful for producers and other stakeholders education.
 It is important, therefore, to offer to stakeholders the opportunity to improve, with professional trai-
nings, multilingualism, technical, digital and social skills, and to interact with other learners and realities in 
the blended transnational mobility. Other MAPs sector stakeholders (producers, craftsmen, entrepreneurs, 
companies, and students) and education providers will be also able to access to open educational resources 
that will improve their knowledge and training opportunities with this project.
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